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His faith - ful-ness till the end of time... 








Copyright ©1970 by Daniel L. Schutte, SJ. Published exclusively by North American Liturgy 
Resources, Phoenix, Arizona 85029. All Rights Reserved. 
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14 Nagel-Orth 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Na- 
gel, Sr., 2815 Central Drive, 
announce the engagement of 
their daughter, Linda Christ- 
ine, to Charles Michael Orth, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
R. Orth, 2812 Plaza Drive. 
Miss Nagel and her fiance are 
graduates of Central Catholic 
High School. She is a graduate 
of St. Francis College and a 
teacher at the Ralph Bunche 
Elementary School. Orth, an 
engineering draftsman with 
International Harvester Co., is 
attending Purdue University. 

A March 29 wedding is 
planned. 
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to Timothy Anthony Nagel, 
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For religious and economic reasons, 


… Scott believes, Rudisill recruited 


Germans. 

“Germans were frugal and could 
live cheaply,” the local historian ex- 
plains. “And besides, Germans 


_ would work like hell.” 


To get them here, Rudisill wrote 


letters to Lutheran Church officials 


and friends in Baltimore. Soon word 
spread that there was work available 
in Fort Wayne, and Germans began 
riving in caravans. 
Life for the German settlers mir- 
jred life in the old country. Many of 


is them were farmers and worked at 


_ clearing the land during the spring 


and summer months, then turned to 
trades during the off-seasons. There 
were boot- and shoemakers among 
them, and clock- makers and car- 


penters. 


As the city grew during the rest of 
the 19th century, the Germans dom- 
inated the local population as well as 


local government, from the mayor’s 


y 


4 


u: 


office to the police department, from 
the city council to the fire depart- 
‘ment. 


The Germans of this era fit into- 
| three categories: Lutherans, Catho- 


lies and those who were neither. 
“There were actually as many Ger- 
man Catholics in-the city as there 


; were Lutherans,” Scott says. “But 
the Luthetans have always gotten 


more press.” 
N Most of the early German-Ameri- 
cans who settled in Fort Wayne were 


gy ce particularly religious people, 


TON ont SMS 
arly history | 


d GERMANS From 18 
out to assemible a work crew. 


though, notes Scott. But the church 


filled a social need for the settlers 
and soon became the center of many 
of their lives. 

The German dominance in the city 
began to erode in the early 1900s. 


This dominance further eroded 


when World War I broke out. Scott 
notes in those war years it was possi- 
ble to become a legal citizen of Indi- 
ana and not necessarily the country. 
When the war broke out, Germans 
who were not considered U.S. citi- 
zens’ were considered aliens until 
they visited the federal courthouse 
and filed their citizenship papers. 
The generation of folks with Ger- 
man roots emerging during this 'pe- 


riod often shunned its roots, pledg- # 
ing its allegiance to the flag of the 


United States of America. Following 
the war, the Germans faded into the 


mainstream, leaving only their | 


names as evidence of their heritage. 

Renewed interest in genealogy has 
brought with it an appreciation of 
the customs of the countries of our 
origins, Germany included. And 
some of these customs will be re- 
created during the Germanfest. 

Jim Sack, special programs coordi- 


'nator for the city, said the cele- 
bration will include an authentic | 
‚ German beer tent with folk dancers, | 


polka and waltz contests. 


Some of the other events include a | 
Bach recital at St. Paul’s Evangeli- | 


cal Lutheran Church; archery com- 
petition; concerts by the city’s Ger- 
man song groups, the Mannerchor 
and the Camerate Baroque Ensem- 
ble; and soccer matches. 
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Arthur Niemeyer’s collection of family memorabilia, old newspaper clippings and pho- 


tos includes these of Louis Niemeyer, 
Henry, one of three sons of John Henry 
first of the family in Fort Wayne. 


right (circa 1900), 


Arthur’s uncle, and three of 
Niemeyer, Arthur’s grandfather, who was the 


24 -/4 


Germans 
in developing 


Fort Wayne 


By DICK ISENHOUR 
Of The News-Sentinel 


C C ust open up the phone 
book and look under 

; ‘Sch,’”’ Clifford Scott 
muses when asked to 

name some of the descendants of 
Fort Wayne’s early German settlers. 

Although his reply comes in jest, 
Scott, history instructor at the IU- 
Purdue Fort Wayne campus, 
quickly adds the list goes beyond 
Schanz, Schlatter, Scheimann and 
Schmidt to include Koehlinger, 
Foellinger, Roethele, Hagerman 
and, of course, Rudisill. 

The list doesn’t end there, how- 
ever. Hundreds of Germans immi- 
grated to the Summit City and were 
key people in its evolution from for- 
ested swampland to thriving me- 
tropolis. 

Their contributions will be com- 
memorated early this summer when 
the city conducts its second annual 
Germanfest, June 9-12. The cele- 
bration will not only observe the 
first arrival of Germans in Fort 
Wayne in the early 1800s but is part 
of a nationwide observance of the 
300th anniversay of the exodus of 
Germans from their native lands to 
America. 

The first Germans journeying to 
America were 13 Mennonite families 
who left the town of Krefeld in Octo- 
ber 1683. Settling near Philadelphia, 
the families carved out of the wilder- 
ness their own community, where 
they could practice their religion. 
They called their settlement Ger- 
mantown. 

In the three centuries to follow, 
more than seven million Germans 
would make the same oceanic voy- 
age and call America their home. 
And as some of these families moved 
westward during days of expansion, 
many of them settled in this area 
and built Fort Wayne. 

“There were three things that ac- 
tually lured the Germans here,” 
Scott notes. Those three were the 


¥, 
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key 
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Three things lured Pe 
German immigrants to. 
Fort Wayne: the - 
government’s opening of - 
land for sale in Indiana, 

the efforts of Henry | 
Rudisill and advances in + 
transportation, À 
especially the canals. 





government’s opening of land for 
sale in Indiana, the efforts of Henry 
Rudisill and advances in transporta* 
tion, especially the canals. ‘ 

“The opening up of lapd in Indi; 
ana (in the mid-1820s) happened to. 
come at the same time that there 
was a mass exodus of Germans leav; 
ing their country for economic rea? 
sons,’ explains Scott, who re: 
searched the city’s German heritage 
for an article published in thé 
Northwest Ohio Quarterly two years 
ago. Most of the Germans who even: 
tually arrived in Fort Wayne weré 
poor and had left their homeland 
hoping to find life better in America: 

Late in 1829, two men from To; 
ledo, John McCorkle and John Barr; 
purchased most of what is now 
downtown Fort Wayne. The area at. 
that time was nothing but trees and 
swampland, and the two men real 
ized they would need a hardworking 
crew, led by an equally hardworking 
foreman to clear it. . 

They turned to Henry Rudisill, a 
resident of Baltimore with a reputas 
tion of having the qualities sought; 
His responsibilities were to cut trees 
and clear the land, a job that would 
take a whole generation to complete‘ 

Rudisill settled in Fort Wayne 
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Mrs. Paul Ueber, 6100 Lower 
Huntington Road, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Gerald Murphy, Defiance, 
Ohio. Mary Seltenright was matron 
of honor and Jeffrey’Best was best 
man. Karla Ueber, Anne Ueber, 
Kathy Haffner, Jean Rudek and 
Tiffany Murphy were bridesmaids. 
Robert Ueber; John Ueber, Ray 
Baumgartner, Shawn Murphy and 
Geza Locsey were groomsmen. Af- 
ter a Caribbean cruise, the couple 
will live in Muncie. 


Oberhausen-Auer Jacqueline 
Marie Auer and Paul Joseph Ober- 
hausen were married May 21 in St. 
Charles Borromeo Catholic Church 
‘by the Rev. James Oberhausen, 
brother of the bridegroom. Their 
parents are Thomas C. and Judith 
E. Auer, 4215 Stanton Drive, and 
Charles A. and Constance B. Ober- 
hausen, Clarksville. Kathleen M. 
Auer was maid of honor and Mi- 
chael Andres was best man. Teresa 
Oberhausen, Julie Glaser, Kimberly 
Sproat and Denice Andres were 
bridesmaids. Richard Auer, David 
Oberhausen, Andrew Ackerman 
and Joseph Oberhausen were 
groomsmen. Joan Oberhausen and 
Mary Oberhausen ushered. After‘a 
reception at Shiloh Reception Hall 
the couple took a wedding trip to 
Kitty Hawk, Virginia Beach and 
North Carolina. 
























































Wiseman-Moon Catherine Kay 
Moon and Kenneth Alan Wiseman 
were married this afternoon in 
First Wayne Street United Meth- 
odist Church and greeted guests af- 
terwards at Goeglein’s Reserve. 
Their parents are Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard A. Moon, Leo, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Boyd Wiseman, Hunter- 
town. Julie Wisler was maid of 
honor and Greg McCrory was best 
man. Candy Moon and Theresa 
Strong were bridemaids. Don Wise- 
man and Bill Jennings were 
groomsmen. Dave McNall ushered. 
The newlyweds will live in Augusta, 
Ga. 


Adair-Davis Julie Jeannine Davis 
and Scott James Adair were mar- 
ried May 14 in an outdoor wedding 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Mi- 
chael Corrigan, Churubusco. Their 
parents are Mr and Mrs. Donald E. 
Davis, South Whitley, and Ralph F. 
Adair, 445 Downing Ave. Mrs. Da- 
vid Pettigrew was matron of honor 
and Ken Drummond was best man. 
Debbie Adair and Tammy Treesh 
were bridesmaids. Randy Stillwell 
and Don Fankhauser were 
groomsmen. Scott Davis and Jeff 
Adair ushered. The wedding recep- 
ion was held at Firefighters Hall. 
After a honeymoon in Florida, the 
ouple will live in LaPorte. 


Mrs. T.L. Murphy 
(Jean Ueber) 


Biumonherst-McClure Amy 
Marie McClure and David Charles 
Blumenherst were married May 14 
in Trinity Episcopal Church. The 
bride is the daughter of: Joan M. 
McClure, 2010 Ardmore Ave. The 
bridegroom is the son of Judy C. 
Blumenherst, New Haven, and the 
late Chuck Blumenherst. Members 
of the wedding party were Mamie 
McClure, Billy Blumenherst, Jill 
Shissler, Steve Esterson, Julie Ox- 
ford, Tom Filus, Marilyn Knuth 
and Dave Knuth. The wedding re- 
ception was held at Marriott Inn. 
After a honeymoon at Lake Hope, 
W. Va., the couple will live in Los 
Angeles, Calif. 


Titl-Burton Kay Janette Burton 
and Steven Carl Till were married 
May 14 in Arcola United Methodist 
Church, Arcola. Their parents are 
Ronald L. and Patricia A. Burton, 
10705 Fisher Road, and Carl F. and 
Anna Mae Till, Churubusco. Lisa 
Burton and Dave Dunten were 
honor attendants. The wedding 
party included .Patsy O’Connell, 
LeAnn Jacobs, Mitzi Johnson, 
Theresa Swihart, Shelvy Schaefer, 
Mike Sheehan, Mark Till, Mark 
Burton and Gary Hoopengardner. 
The wedding reception was held at 
Thunderbird Lodge. The couple 
will live in Tucson, Ariz. 


Hines-Emenhiser Diann Kay 
Emenhiser and David Earl Hines 
were married April 30 in St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church. Their parents 
are Mr. and Mrs. HD. Emenhiser, 
2113 Maples Road; and Mr. and 


„Mrs. Charles E. Hines, Switz City. 


Linda Ruhl was matron of honor 
and Scott Nagel was best man. The 
wedding party included Ellen 
Hines, Millicent Stevens, Penni 
Walker, Lu Ann Davidson, Ken 
Hines, Jim Hines, David Emen- 
hiser and Ken Robertson. After a 
reception at Candlelite Hall, the 
couple took a wedding trip to 
Marco Island, Fla. They are living 
in Auburn. 


Smith-Korn Marlene Masel Korn 
and Vern Smith were married 
March 26 in Delray, Florida. Both 
are former Fort Wayne residents 
now living in Boynton Beach, Fla. 
The bride is the daughter of Mr. 


Mrs. P.Oberhausen 
(Jacqueline Auer) 
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If you think downtown traffic 

is hopelessly snarled now, you 
should have seen it in the good 
old days. 

There were no synchronized 
traffic lights to keep cars mov- 
ing; no one-way streets to speed 
things along. Booming depart- 
ment stores were everywhere, 
not having yet been squeezed 
out by shopping malls. And 
there were plenty of shoppers 
who came to Wolf & Dessauer’s 
or the Grand Leader by car or by 


trolley. 


There were also the trains of 


* the Nickel Plate Railroad — 32 


of them every day. They passed 
through town on a regular basis, 
bottling up downtown traffic for 
miles as they chugged north of 


‘Today, the old Nickel Plate 
tracks are part of the Norfolk 
and Western system. But they 


_ no longer cause much of a traffic 


problem. Here’s how it hap- 
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Left: The tracks in the foreground of this picture of the un- 
completed project were elevated to allow traffic to pass 
under them. Below: The old Nickel Plate Station. Bottom: 
This pile-up scene near Clinton and Columbia streets was 
a frequent sight in 1955 caused by passing Nickel Plate 


trains. 


nn 


For decades, Fort Wayne’s 
north side was ignored by devel- 
opers, in part because getting 
there depended on avoiding the 
Nickel Plate trains. By 1923, the 
board of works suggested the 
tracks be elevated, as they had 
been about 10 years earlier on 
the south side of downtown. But 
nothing happened for 24 years. 

Finally, in 1947, Mayor Harry 
Baals signed an agreement with 
the Nickel Plate people to el- 
evate the tracks at seven cross- 
ings. Bonds were issued in 1953 
and work began Dec. 15 of that 
year. The city and county each 
paid 40 percent of the $9 million 
cost and the railroad picked up 
the remaining 20 percent. 

As work progressed, traffic 
was mangled even further. It 
would have been much worse 
than that, but temporary tracks 
were laid to keep most of the rail 
traffic moving. Finally, on Oct. 
4, 1955, the two-mile elevation 
was dedicated. The elevation ef- 


Cityscapes: Traffic on right tracks 


fectively closed sections of 
downtown streets, but the result 
was considered worth it. 

As traffic today passes under 
the tracks, motorists hurrying to 
get home in time for a hot din- 
ner should be thankful they 
were not born just a few decades 
earlier. 

There was one. unfortunate 
aspect of the elevation, however. 
The two-mile-long project oblit- 
erated most of the remaining 
traces downtown of the old Wa- 
bash and Erie Canal. The Nickel 
Plate had been built in 1882 on 
the old canal route. 

The elevation also forced the 
closing of the fine old Nickel 
Plate depot, between Calhoun 
and Clinton near Superior 
Street. It was torn down soon af- 
ter. = 

— Kevin Leininger 


Kevin Leininger is a News-Sen- 
tinel general-assignment re- 
porter. 
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.  Connett-Butier Pamela Jo Con- 
nett and Gerald Mark Butler are 
planning an Aug. 20 wedding. The 
bride-elect is the daughter of Mr. 
‘and Mrs. Edward Connett, 1316 
Edenton Drive. A graduate of Elm- 
‚hurst High School, she is employed 
“by the Indiana State Police. Her fi- 
ance is the son of Mrs. William 
|. Roberts, 6432 Holgate Drive, and 
Gerald Marvin Butler, Little Rock, 
Ark. A graduate of Harding High 
School and ITT Technical Institute 
with an associate degree in electro- 
nic engineering technology, he is a 
‘senior development technician for 
McDonald Douglas Corp. 


Hillegas-Rudicel Martha A. Hill- 
egas and Jack G. Rudicel have set 
July 30 as their wedding date. The 
bride-elect is the daughter of M. 
‚Jeanette Hamm of Huntington and 
the late Palmer A. Hillegas Sr. She 
is a graduate of Huntington North 
High School and International 
_ Business College. Her fiance is the 

son of Nadine Rudicel of Hunting- 
ton and the late Gene B. Rudicel. A 
graduate of Huntington North 
High School and Ryder Technical 
Institute in Oklahoma, he is em- 
ployed by Salamonie Mills, War- 
ren. 
| x 

Riley-Elick Darla Jean Riley and 
David James Elick are planning a 
fall wedding. Their parents are Mr. 
‘and Mrs. William M. Riley and Mr. 
and Mrs. James F. Elick, all of Fort 
Wayne. The bride-elect attended 
Northrop High School and is em- 
ployed at Target Stores. Her fiance 
attended Snider High School and is 
employed by Gordon Corp. He is 
taking emergency medical techni- 
_|cian training at St. Joseph .Town- 
ship Fire Department, where he is 


also a volunteer firefighter recruit. 


| 
Bearman-Ladig Christina Sue 
Bearman and Thomas Edward La- 
dig have set Aug. 27 as their wed- 
"ding date. Their parents are Mr. 
and Mrs. Kenneth W. Bearman of 
Fort Wayne and Mr. and Mrs. 
James F. Ladig of New Haven. The 
bride-elect and her fiance are grad- 
uates of Heritage High School. She 
‚is employed in Maloley’s corporate 
office. He is employed by Patton 
lectric Co. 
Wlider-Frazee Kathie Wilder 
d Larry Lee Frazee have set July 
6 as their wedding date. Their 
arents are Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. 
ilder, Woodburn, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Elvin W. Frazee, College Cor- 
ner, Ohio. The bride-elect is a grad- 
te of Woodlan Hugh School. Her 
iance is a graduate of Union 





County High School. Both have de- 
grees in recreational management 
from Indiana Institute of Technol- 
ogy and are employed at Veterans 
Administration Medical Center. 


Kane-Dreischerf Denarie Anne 
Kane and Les A. Dreischerf are 
planning an Aug. 6 wedding. Their 
parents are Dr. and Mrs. Henry E. 
Kane, Muncie, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Frederick W. Dreischerf, Ham- 
mond. The bride-elect is a graduate 
of Muncie Northside High School 
and Ball State University with a 
bachelor’s degree in landscape ar- 
chitecture. She is an urban designer 
for the Department of Community 
Development and Planning, City of 
Fort Wayne. Her fiance is a grad- 
uate of Hammond High School and 
Ball State University with a bache- 
lor’s degree in architecture. He is at 
an drchitect and principal of De- 


sign Alliance Architects, Ham- 


mond. 


Stanberry-Mettert Susan J. 
Stanberry and Randy L. Mettert 
are planning a July 2 wedding. 
Their parents are Evalyn Stan- 
berry, 7134 Denise Drive; Orrin 
Stanberry, Tennessee; and Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Mettert, Auburn. The 
bride-elect is a graduate of Snider 
High School and has a nursing de- 
gree. Her fiance is a graduate of 
Garrett High School and has a de- 
gree in electrical engineering tech- 
nology. He is employed by Shera- 
ton Inn. 


Selking-Retherford Donna Lynn 

Selking and Robert Gene Rether- 
ford Jr. have set Aug. 12 as their 
wedding date. Their parents are 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald C. Selking, 
5119 Willowbrook Drive, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert G. Retherford, 
5336 Ann Hackley Drive. The 
bride-elect is a graduate of Concor- 
dia Lutheran High School. Her fi- 
ance is a graduate of Northrop 
High School. 


Desmonds-Phillips Diane À arie 
Desmonds and Robert Arthur ?hil- 
lips are planning a July 2 wedding. 
Their parents are Mr. and Mrs. Ar- 
thur A. Phillips, Niagara Falls, On- 
tario, Mrs. Jerome J. Houser, Fort 
Wayne, and the late Sherman J. 
Desmonds. The bride-elect, a grad- 
uate of North Side High School 
and Purdue University School of 
Nursing, is employed at Doctors 
Osteopathic Hospital, Erie, Pa. Her 
fiance attended Stamford High 
School, Niagara Falls, Ontario, and 
is employed by the Erie Blades 
hockey team. 





Schoeneman and Jerry Lee Buuck 
were married May 21 in Zion Lu- 
theran Church, Friedheim, Deca- 
tur. The bride is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Schoeneman, 
Roswell, N.M. The bridegroom is 
the son of Mrs. Alfred Buuck, De- 
catur, and the late Mr. Buuck. 
Sandra Pfeiffer was maid of honor 
and Brian Fasse was best man. 
Pam Bremer and Candace Houser 
were bridsmaids and Lon Buuck 
and Gene Buuck were groomsmen. 
Tina Bultemeier, Mark Schoene- 
man, Weston Worth and Greg 
Kiess ushered. After a wedding re- 
ception at the Oaks, New Haven, 
the couple took a wedding trip to 
Florida. They will live in Blooming- 
ton. 


Two fami 


Born July 21, 1846, John B. Niez 
cated in Fort Wayne and at age 14 be 
ner’s apprentice. He worked at that 
1865, when he moved to Monroeville 
lished a hardware store. 

On April 28, 1868, John married S 
son in the Cathedral. The Rev. Julian 
of the missionary priests who freque 
the city during this era, performe« 
mony. 

John B. Niezer was a competent b 
and in 1886 he established a hay, gre 
business and operated two grain eleve 
Monroeville and the other in Conway, 

In ensuing years he would serve 
county auditor, organize Citizens St: 
Monroeville, the first banking institı 
len County outside Fort Wayne, and 
of the founders of the German-An 
tional Bank, predecessor to Lincol 





. Bank. 


John and Sarah had six childrer 
George B. Niezer, father of Bernard N 
G.B. Niezer was born in Monroevi 
1881. He attended public schools in | 
and after graduation from Purdue 
followed his father’s interest in busine 

Employed initially at the Wester 
struction Co., George joined the Niez 
founded by his father. He served as | 
the company for 15 years and then w 
with the Utensils Manufacturing ( 
president and general manager. 

George married Francis Elizabeth 
14, 1909, and six years later, Berni 
born. 

The business leanings typifying thi 
carried on today. Bernard M. is chai 
board of O’Rourke Andrew & Maron« 
ance firm where he has worked for m 
years. 

He and his wife, Geraldine, have : 
cluding three who are Fort Wayne res 
phen B., in charge of developing for 
William G., an agent for O’Rourke An 
roney, and Gerald, production manag 














Tell us something special about your dad. 


Let everyone know 


9 a 
your dad’s a winner 
We'd like to help you tell the world — and 


‚your dad — just how special you think he is. 


Maybe he made a play house for you, 


slaving to get it done by summer vacation... 
Or maybe he sat up all night when you had a 


bad stomach ache, reading stories or just 
holding you close. 


Maybe you just lost your job and he 
helped ease the pain by taking your whole 
family out to eat. 


Now's your chance to tell us something 
special about your dad in our Father’s Day 
contest. Complete this sentence: “The 


neatest thing my dad ever did for me...” 


and enter your neatly written entry (on one 


sheet of paper) in one of our two categories. 


Children age 12 and under are in Division 


One. People over 12, including adults, are in 


Division Two. Entries must be received no 
later than June 10. 


We'll select the best in each division and 


the two ‘‘neatest dads’ will be treated to a 
Father's Day (or any Sunday they choose) 


brunch with their family (up to 6 people) at . 
the restaurant of their choice. The writers of 
the winning entries also will be photographed 
with their fathers and featured in The News- 
Sentinel on June 18, the day before Father's 


Day, along with the winning letters and 
excerpts from other entries. 

And if you include a stamped envelope 
addressed to your dad, we’ll send him your 
letter after the contest is over, along with a 
note from us. 

Here are the rules: 

@ Entries must include name, address, 
telephone number (where you can be 
reached during the day) and age. Please 


indicate Division One (age 12 and under) or 


Division Two (over 12). 
@ Also list your father’s name, address 
and phone number. Fathers must still be 


living, but may reside anywhere in the country. 


@ Entries must be no longer than one 
hand- or type-written page. | 


w Entries must be received no later than 5 


'p.m. June 10. Send to: 


Father’s Day Contest 
Division No. (One or Two) 

The News-Sentinel 

600 W. Main St., P.O. Box 102 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 4680 1 


@ If you would like your entry to go to your 


father after the contest, include a stamped 
envelope addressed to him. 
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2 of oldest families 


By DICK ISENHOUR 

Of The News-Sentinel 
n the northwest corner of West 
Germany, facing the North Sea, 
lies Hanover, one of the oldest 
provinces in one of the world’s 

oldest nations. 

The region has long been an edu- 
cational and manufacturing center, 
and it is the motherland of two of 
Fort Wayne’s oldest families, the 
Niezers and the Niemeyers. 

Like many other Germans, the 
Niezers and Niemeyers immigrated 
to America in the mid-1800s, seeking 
stability and prosperity in a new 
country. 

Christine Louise Busen and Ber- 
nard Niezer form the foundation 
upon which the Niezer family has 


grown throughout its history in Fort 


Wayne, according to Bernard M. 
Niezer, present-day patriarch of the 
clan. . 

Christine Busen was born in 1815, 
four miles northwest of Minden, 
near Bremen in Hanover. She came 
to America in May 1838 aboard the 
two-masted schooner “Katrine,” 
eventually settling in Allen County. 






Bernard Niezer was born in 1808 
in Ossenbrigge, Munster, Germany. 
There is no official record of when he 
journeyed to America, says the fifth- 
generation Bernard, but estimates 
put him here ‘in the late 1830s. 

About the time the American 
Niezer family was taking root, the 
Catholic Church in Fort Wayne was 
also beginning to grow. And it was in 
the city’s first Catholic Church, St. 
Augustine’s, located where the Ca- 
thedral of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion now stands, that Bernard and 
Christine were married in 1839. 

Following their marriage, they 
purchased from the government 80 
acres of land in Milan Township, 
near Gar Creek, along the Wabash 
and Erie Canal. Germans in those 
days either opted to stay close to the 
city and practice a trade or buy land 
in outlying parts of the county and 


farm. The Niezers chose to be farm- | 


ers. 

They had seven children, the 
fourth, John B., representing the 
second generation of the current 
Niezer family. 
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| Photo: Argil Shock/The News-Sentinel 
This is the family of John Bernard and Sarah Niezer, the second 
generation of Niezers in Allen County. John and Sarah are 
seated, and behind them, from the left, are their children: Margu- 
rite Niezer Andrews, George B. Niezer, C] 
Niezer Kroeff, Maurice C. Niezer and John T. Niezer. 








Charles M. Niezer, Louise 










































































































Photo: John Stearns/The News-Sentinel 
Left, Arthur and Velma Niemeyer, 
whose German ancestors settled 
here in the late 1830s, pose in front 
of some family pictures, past and 
present. Above, part of generations 
four and five of the Niezers are Ber- 
nard M. Niezer, seated, (son of 
George B. Niezer) and one of his six 
sons, William. 








Family trees | 


Here is a brief look at the Niezer and 
Niemeyer family trees. 


The Niezers 


Mi The first generation of the Niezer family in 
Allen County was Bernard Niezer and 
Christine Busen, married in June 1839. 

@ They had seven children, including John 
Bernard Niezer, who married Sarah Eyanson 
in April 1868. 

@ John and Sarah had six children, including 
George B. Niezer, who married Francis Boos 
in September 1909. 

EI George and Francis had two sons, 
including Bernard M., who married Geraldine 
O’Rourke in September 1947. 

M Bernard and Geraldine have six sons and 
five grandchildren. 

Mi John and Sarah had another son, Charles 
M., whose descendants also are residents of 
Fort Wayne. Charles, married Oct. 18, 1906, 
to Rose M. Fox, had three children, including 








Louis Fox Niezer, a prominent Fort Wayne 
attorney and former chairman of the board 
of Tokheim Corp. He died in February. 

EB Louis and his wife, Rosemary, had seven 
children, intluding John L. and James B., 
both of Fort Wayne. John has two sons and 
James one. 


The Niemeyers 


Ei The first generation of the Niemeyer family 
in Allen County was John Henry Niemeyer 
and Caroline Brueggeman, married in May 
1859. 

@ They had six children, including Ernest 
Niemeyer, who married Louise Lang in 
October 1900. 

Bin the next 19 years, Ernest and Louise 
had nine children, including Arthur, who 
married Velma Marie Schmidt in December 
1935. 

@ Arthur and Velma have three children and 
three grandchildren. 






Smith St. The bridegroom is the 
son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Vern 
O. Smith. : 


Miller-Goiden Jodie Ann Golden 
and Earl John Miller were married 
May 14 in Northside Missionary 
Church. The bride is the daughter 
of Mrs. Norman Oswald, 629 Lil- 
lian Ave. The bridegroom is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Miller, 
Etna Green. Holly Pepple and Ray 
Miller were honor attendants. The 
wedding party included Noelle 
Byrt, Cressie Steele, Debora 
Weber, Barry Culbertson, Anthony 
Minich and Douglas Bowman. Af- 
ter greeting guests in the church 
fellowship hall, the newlyweds took 
a trip to Mackinac Island, Mich. 


— ee ew ee — 


ception was held at the Briar 


Patch, Terre Haute. After a wed- 
ding trip to San Francisco, the cou- , 


ple will live in Carmel. 


Rudek-Ayres Lucinda Carol 
Ayres and Robert Gerard Rudek 
were married May 21 in Trinity 
Episcopal Church. Their parents 
are Mr. and Mrs: Vernon E. Ayres, 
10112 Circlewood Drive, and Mr. 
and Mrs. LeRoy T. Rudek, 3436 
Homestead Road. Jenny Ann Ayres 
and John M. Luckey were honor 
attendants. The wedding party in- 
cluded Nancy Ayres, Minette 
Ayres, Michael Rudek, Jeff Beau- 
chaine and Dr. Laurence Ayres. 
Le newlyweds will live in Peru, 
nd. 


Chad Meitz. The reception | 
held at Loch Ness Inn. The cor 
took a wedding trip to Florida 
will reside in Columbia City. 


_Stiffier-Muelier Patricia Je 
Mueller and John Eric Stiffler 
married in Emmanuel Luther 
Church on May 7, the 29th w 
ding aniversary of the bride’s pa 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. James R. Mue 
ler, 8717 Illinois Road. Th 
bridegroom is the son of Mr. ar 
Mrs. C.D. Stiffler, 8633 Illino 
Road. Kris Meyers was maid ( 
honor and Gary Roberson was be: 
man. After a wedding reception : 
Fraternal Order of Police Hall, th 
couple took a wedding trip to Ma 
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six sons, in- 


dents, Ste- 
McJon Inc.; 
drew & Ma- 
‘er for Gold- 


shield Fiberglas in Decatur. 

The others include Bernard, who is completing 
work toward a master’s degree in hospital admin- 
istration at the Indiana University Medical 
School in Indianapolis; Thomas M., who will en- 
ter the law school at the University of Dayton 
this fall; and Edward (Ted), a senior at Notre 
Dame University (“a good German boy,” says 
William, “who was just elected captain of the Ir- 
ish Guard.”’) : 

2 dchilren. 


While some of the early German settlers were 
drawn to this area by its farming, others came to 
work on the canal. Such were the beginnings of 
the Niemeyer family. 

Although the exact date of his arrival is not 
known, the first of the Niemeyers in Fort Wayne 
was John Henry Niemeyer, or Heinrich as he was 
known in the old country. 

“As far as we can figure,” says Arthur Nie- 
meyer, 76, one of four grandchildren of John 
Henry still living in Fort Wayne, “he settled in 
this area around 1836.” 

As evidence of his estimate, Niemeyer notes 
John Henry’s John Henry is on the original con: 
stitution of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Barr and Madison streets. The church 
was founded by Henry Rudisill, one of the city’s 
first German immigrants, in 1837, and Niemeyer 
Rue John Henry was here about a year before 
that. 

“John Henry used to operate one of the canal 
boats on the Wabash and Erie Canal,” says Nie- 
meyer. “He was born in the early 1800s in Due- 


_dinghausen, Stolzenah, Germany, but it’s a lot 


easier to just say Hanover.” | 
John Henry Niemeyer was married to Carolin 
Brueggeman, a resident of Whitley County whose 
parents were German-born, on May 15, 1859. 
They had six children; their youngest son was Ar- 
thur’s father, Ernest, born Oct. 17, 1874. 
In addition to being a captain on a riverboat, 


‘John Henry was a wood dealer and a farmer. 


In May of 1900, Ernest married Louise Wilhe- 
mena Lang, and they settled down in a home at 


701 Madison St. They had nine children in à 19- 


year period and Arthur, the fourth child (born in 





ı but would have to put it back up a couple of days 


kinaw Island and Canada. 


March 1907), vividly remembers what it was like 
growing up in a large family. 

“It seemed like we were always sick. Whenevei 
one.of us would come down with something, it 
would be passed on to the rest. We had every- 
thing — measles, mumps, smallpox — you name 
it. : : || 
“And in those days they would quarantine 
your home. We always seemed to have a quaran- 
tine sign in front of our home. We’d take it down 


later.” : 
Like most children of German Lutheran fami- 
lies here, Arthur and his brothers and sisters at 
tended St. Paul’s School. He describes his teach- 
ers as disciplinarians and recalls marching to and 
from his classes. Spanking was a common punish 
ment for such things as chewing gum or talki 
back to a teacher. ; | 
Niemeyer has more memories of the school 
than those of a student, however. He also taug nt 
there for more than 40 years, and after his retire. 
ment in 1972, he worked in the school’s libre 
until a year ago. | 
Germans often are thought of as hard-work 
ing, industrious people, and Niemeyer remem 
bers his father as just that type of person. q 
“He was the city salesman for Diebold Dry 
Goods and used to sell notions to the grocery) 
stores,” he says. “He was always buying property 
and he always seemed to have money. He even 
paid our doctor bills once a year, and even though! 
we had a doctor who gave us a family rate, with 
nine kids that was an expense.” On 
As children, Niemeyer said, he and his siblings 
were encouraged to remember their German 
ties. | | | “à 
“My father wanted us to talk in German 
around the house,” he explains. “We didn’t want | 
to, so as a result we didn’t talk much.” a (| 
Niemeyer and Velma, his wife of more than 40 
years, have lived all their lives together in the| 
Lakeside Park area. They have three children, | 
John, 42, of Phoenix; Susan Klausmeier, 39 | 
whose husband, Arthur, is vicar of Emmaus Lu” 
theran Church; and Janice Niemeyer, 36, also ¢ | 


Fort Wayne. ; a 
oe | 




























































































































Connett-Butier Pamela Jo Con- 
nett and Gerald Mark Butler are 
planning an Aug. 20 wedding. The 
bride-elect is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Edward Connett, 1316 
Edenton Drive. A graduate of Elm- 
hurst High School, she is employed 
by the Indiana State Police. Her fi- 
ance is the son of Mrs. William 
Roberts, 6432 Holgate Drive, and 
Gerald Marvin Butler, Little Rock, 
Ark. A graduate of Harding High 
School and ITT Technical Institute 
with an associate degree in electro- 
nic engineering technology, he is a 
senior development technician for 
McDonald Douglas Corp. 


Hillegas-Rudicel Martha A. Hill- 
egas and Jack G. Rudicel have set 
July 30 as their wedding date. The 
bride-elect is the daughter of M. 
Jeanette Hamm of Huntington and 
the late Palmer A. Hillegas Sr. She 
is a graduate of Huntington North 
High School and International 
Business College. Her fiance is the 
son of Nadine Rudicel of Hunting- 
ton and the late Gene B. Rudicel. A 
graduate of Huntington North 
High School and Ryder Technical 
Institute in Oklahoma, he is em- 
ployed by Salamonie Mills, War- 
ren. 


Riley-Elick Darla Jean Riley and 
David James Elick are planning a 
fall wedding. Their parents are Mr. 
and Mrs. William M. Riley and Mr. 
and Mrs. James F. Elick, all of Fort 
Wayne. The bride-elect attended 
Northrop High School and is em- 
ployed at Target Stores. Her fiance 
attended Snider High School and is 
employed by Gordon Corp. He is 
taking emergency medical techni- 
cian training at St. Joseph. Town- 
ship Fire Department, where he is 
also a volunteer firefighter recruit. 


-Ladig Christina Sue 
Bearman and Thomas Edward La- 
dig have set Aug. 27 as their wed- 
ding date. Their parents are Mr. 
and Mrs. Kenneth W. Bearman of 
ort Wayne and Mr. and Mrs. 
ames F. Ladig of New Haven. The 
bride-elect and her fiance are grad- 
uates of Heritage High School. She 
s employed in Maloley’s corporate 
office. He is employed by Patton 
Electric Co. 


Wiider-Frazee Kathie Wilder 
and Larry Lee Frazee have set July 
16 as their wedding date. Their 
parents are Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. 
ilder, Woodburn, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Elvin W. Frazee, College Cor- 
er, Ohio. The bride-elect is a grad- 
ate of Woodlan Hugh School. Her 
iance is a graduate of Union 





County High School. Both have de- 
grees in recreational management 
from Indiana Institute of Technol- 
ogy and are employed at Veterans 
Administration Medical Center. 


Kane-Dreischerf Denarie Anne 
Kane and Les A. Dreischerf are 
planning an Aug. 6 wedding. Their 


parents are Dr. and Mrs. Henry E. 


Kane, Muncie, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Frederick W. Dreischerf, Ham- 
mond. The bride-elect is a graduate 
of Muncie Northside High School 
and Ball State University with a 
bachelor’s degree in landscape ar- 
chitecture. She is an urban designer 
for the Department of Community 
Development and Planning, City of 
Fort Wayne. Her fiance is a grad- 
uate of Hammond High School and 
Ball State University with a bache- 
lor’s degree in architecture. He is at 
an drchitect and principal of De- 
sign Alliance Architects, Ham- 
mond. 


Stanberry-Mettert Susan J. 
Stanberry and Randy L. Mettert 
are planning a July 2 wedding. 
Their parents are Evalyn Stan- 
berry, 7134 Denise Drive; Orrin 
Stanberry, Tennessee; and Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Mettert, Auburn. The 
bride-elect is a graduate of Snider 
High School and has a nursing de- 
gree. Her fiance is a graduate of 
Garrett High School and has a de- 
gree in electrical engineering tech- 
nology. He is employed by Shera 
ton Inn. 


Selking-Retherford Donna Lynn 

Selking and Robert Gene Rether- 
ford Jr. have set Aug. 12 as their 
wedding date. Their parents are 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald C. Selking, 
5119 Willowbrook Drive, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert G. Retherford, 
5336 Ann Hackley Drive. The 
bride-elect is a graduate of Concor- 
dia Lutheran High School. Her fi- 
ance is a graduate of Northrop 
High School. 


Desmonds-Phillips Diane } arie 
Desmonds and Robert Arthur ?hil- 
lips are planning a July 2 wedding. 
Their parents are Mr. and Mrs. Ar- 
thur A. Phillips, Niagara Falls, On- 
tario, Mrs. Jerome J. Houser, Fort 
Wayne, and the late Sherman J. 
Desmonds. The bride-elect, a grad- 
uate of North Side High School 
and Purdue University School of 
Nursing, is employed: at Doctors 
Osteopathic Hospital, Erie, Pa. Her 
fiance attended Stamford High 
School, Niagara Falls, Ontario, and 
is employed by the Erie Blades 
hockey team. 





Schoeneman and Jerry Lee Buuck 
were married May 21 in Zion Lu- 
theran Church, Friedheim, Deca- 
tur. The bride is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Schoeneman, 
Roswell, N.M. The bridegroom is 
the son of Mrs. Alfred Buuck, De- 
catur, and the late Mr. Buuck. 
Sandra Pfeiffer was maid of honor 
and Brian Fasse was best man. 
Pam Bremer and Candace Houser 
were bridsmaids and Lon Buuck 
and Gene Buuck were groomsmen. 
Tina Bultemeier, Mark Schoene- 
man, Weston Worth and Greg 
Kiess ushered. After a wedding re- 
ception at the Oaks, New Haven, 
the couple took a wedding trip to 
Florida. They will live in Blooming- 
ton. 


O. Smith. 


Smith St. The bridegroom is the 
son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Vern 


Miller-Golden Jodie Ann Golden 
and Earl John Miller were married 
May 14 in Northside Missionary 
Church. The bride is the daughter 
of Mrs. Norman Oswald, 629 Lil- 
lian Ave. The bridegroom is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Miller, 
Etna Green. Holly Pepple and Ray 
Miller were honor attendants. The 
wedding party included Noelle 
Byrt, Cressie Steele, Debora 
Weber, Barry Culbertson, Anthony 
Minich and Douglas Bowman. Af- 
ter greeting guests in the church 
fellowship hall, the newlyweds took 
a trip to Mackinac Island, Mich. 





ple will live in Carmel. 


Ind. 


ception was held at the Briar 
Patch, Terre Haute. After a wed- 
ding trip to San Francisco, the cou- . 


Rudek-Ayres Lucinda Carol 
Ayres and Robert Gerard Rudek 
were married May 21 in Trinity 
Episcopal Church. Their parents 
are Mr. and Mrs. Vernon E. Ayres, 
10112 Circlewood Drive, and Mr. 
and Mrs. LeRoy T. Rudek, 3436 
Homestead Road. Jenny Ann Ayres 
and John M. Luckey were honor 
attendants. The wedding party in- 
cluded Nancy Ayres, Minette 
Ayres, Michael Rudek, Jeff Beau- 
chaine and Dr. Laurence Ayres. 
The newlyweds will live in Peru, 





: 

Chad Meitz. The reception w 
held at Loch Ness Inn. The cour 
took a wedding trip to Florida a 
will reside in Columbia City. | 


Stiffier-Mueller Patricia Jez 
Mueller and John Eric Stiffler we: 
married in Emmanuel Luthers 
Church on May 7, the 29th wecı 
ding aniversary of the bride’s pa) 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. James R. Mue 
ler, 8717 Illinois Road. Th 
bridegroom is the son of Mr. an 
Mrs. C.D. Stiffler, 8633 Illino! 
Road. Kris Meyers was maid « 
honor and Gary Roberson was be: 
man. After a wedding reception & 
Fraternal Order of Police Hall, th 
couple took a wedding trip to Mac 
kinaw Island and Canada. | 


Two families trace roots to Hanover 


TWO From 1B 

Born July 21, 1846, John B. Niezer was edu- 
cated in Fort Wayne and at age 14 became a tin- 
ner’s apprentice. He worked at that trade until 
1865, when he moved to Montoeville and estab- 
lished a hardware store. 

On April 28, 1868, John married Sarah Eyan- 
son in the Cathedral. The Rev. Julian Benoit, one 
of the missionary priests who frequently visited 
the city during this era, performed the cere- 
mony. | 

John B. Niezer was a competent businessman 
and in 1886 he established a hay, grain and coal 
business and operated two grain elevators, one in 
Monroeville and the other in Conway, Ohio. 

In ensuing years he would serve a term as 
county auditor, organize Citizens State Bank of 
Monroeville, the first banking institution in Al- 
len County outside Fort Wayne, and become one 
of the founders of the German-American Na- 
tional Bank, predecessor to Lincoln National 
Bank. 

John and Sarah had six children, including 
George B. Niezer, father of Bernard M. 

G.B. Niezer was born in Monroeville Sept. 19, 
1881. He attended public schools in Monroeville 
and after graduation from Purdue University, 
followed his father’s interest in business. 

Employed initially at the Western Gas Con- 
struction Co., George joined the Niezer Fuel Co., 
founded by his father. He served as president of 
the company for 15 years and then was affiliated 
with the Utensils Manufacturing Co. as vice- 
president and general manager. 

George married Francis Elizabeth Boos Sept. 
14, 1909, and six years later, Bernard. M. was 


rn. 
The business leanings typifying this family are 


carried on today. Bernard M. is chairman of the. 


board of O’Rourke Andrew & Maroney, an insur- 
ance firm where he has worked for more than 45 
years. 7 

He and his wife, Geraldine, have six sons, in- 
cluding three who are Fort Wayne residents, Ste- 
phen B., in charge of developing for McJon Inc.; 
William G., an agent for O’Rourke Andrew & Ma- 
roney, and Gerald, production manager for Gold- 


shield Fiberglas in Decatur. 

The others include Bernard, who is completing 
work toward a master’s degree in hospital admin- 
istration at the Indiana University Medical 
School in Indianapolis; Thomas M., who will en- 
ter the law school at the University of Dayton 
this fall; and Edward (Ted), a senior at Notre 
Dame University (“a good German boy,” says 
William, “who was just elected captain of the Ir- 
ish Guard.”) \ 

2 dchilren. 


While some of the early German settlers were 
drawn to this area by its farming, others came to 
work on the canal. Such were the beginnings of 
the Niemeyer family. 

Although the exact date of his arrival is not 
known, the first of the Niemeyers in Fort Wayne 
was John Henry Niemeyer, or Heinrich as he was 
known in the old country. 

“As far as we can figure,” says Arthur Nie- 
meyer, 76, one of four grandchildren of John 
Henry still living in Fort Wayne, “he settled in 
this area around 1836.” N 

As evidence of his estimate, Niemeyer notes 
John Henry’s John Henry is on the original con- 
stitution of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Barr and Madison streets. The church 
was founded by Henry Rudisill, one of the city’s 
first German immigrants, in 1837, and Niemeyer 
le John Henry was here about a year before 
that. 

“John Henry used to operate one of the canal 
boats on the Wabash and Erie Canal,” says Nie- 
meyer. “He was born in the early 1800s in Due- 


_dinghausen, Stolzenah, Germany, but it’s a lot 


easier to just say Hanover.” 

John Henry Niemeyer was married to Caroline 
Brueggeman, a resident of Whitley County whose 
parents were German-born, on May 15, 1859. 
They had six children; their youngest son was Ar- 
thur’s father, Ernest, born Oct. 17, 1874. | 

In addition to being a captain on a riverboat, 
John Henry was a wood dealer and a farmer. 

In May of 1900, Ernest married Louise Wilhe- 
mena Lang, and they settled down in a home at 


701 Madison St. They had nine children in à 19- | 


year period and Arthur, the fourth child (born in 


March 1907), vividly remembers what it was like 
growing up in a large family. | 

“It seemed like we were always sick. Wheneve: 
one of us would come down with something, it 
would be passed on to the rest. We had every. 
thing — measles, mumps, smallpox — you name 


it. | 

“And in those days they would quarantine; 
your home. We always seemed to have a quaran- 
tine sign in front of our home. We’d take it down 
but would have to put it back up a couple of days 
later.” 2 

Like most children of German Lutheran fami- 
lies here, Arthur and his brothers and sisters at- 
tended St. Paul’s School. He describes his teach- 
ers as disciplinarians and recalls marching to and 
from his classes. Spanking was a common punish- 
ment for such things as chewing gum or talking 
back to a teacher. } 

Niemeyer has more memories of the school 
than those of a student, however. He also taught 
there for more than 40 years, and after his retire- 
ment in 1972, he worked in the school’s library 
until a year ago. 

Germans often are thought of as hard-work- 
ing, industrious people, and Niemeyer remem- 
bers his father as just that type of person. 3 

“He was the city salesman for Diebold Dry 
Goods and used to sell notions to the grocery 
stores,” he says. “He was always buying property 
and he always seemed to have money. He even 
paid our doctor bills once a year, and even though 
we had a doctor who gave us a family rate, with 
nine kids that was an expense.” 

As children, Niemeyer said, he and his siblings 
ree encouraged to remember their German 

ies. 

“My father wanted us to talk in German‘ 
around the house,” he explains. “We didn’t want 
to, so as a result we didn’t talk much.” à 

Niemeyer and Velma, his wife of more than 40 
years, have lived all their lives together in the 

Lakeside Park area. They have three children, 
John, 42, of Phoenix; Susan Klausmeier, 39, 
whose husband, Arthur, is vicar of Emmaus Lu- 
theran Church; and Janice Niemeyer, 36, also of 
Fort Wayne. x mt ak 
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ORIGINATED CITY 
PLAN COMMISSION 


Lee J. Ninde, (1874-1953) Fort Wayne native, was 

prominent in business here and achieved national 

“4 |renown in real estate and city planning. He was one 

| 1 [of the organizers of the Fort Wayne Board of Real- 

| “4 |tors as well as the Indiana Real Estate Association. 

| + In 1915 he was vice president of the National Asso- 
ciation of Real Estate Boards. 


—_—— - — He became widely known as the “dean of city plann- 
ing” in Indiana, and was the first chairman of the 
Fort Wayne City Planning Commission established 
in 1916. 

Mr. Ninde was active in promoting some of the city’s 
outstanding subdivisions including Lafayette Place 
and Wildwood Park, He was buried in Lindenwood, 
where full modern facilities include single and 
family plots, garden crypts, two chapels and a 


‚HH crematory. 
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ESCAPE NEWS“ 


By MARGARET CARROLL - 
Chicago Tribune 
‘AGO — Like NASA’S Mission 
travel agent is expected to ar- 
ry detail from takeoff to land- 
, and — depending on how the expe- 
‘ion has gone — to be ready with the 
a n 1e or Band-Aids when the jour- 
Bar 
ut is this really fair? Should the 
1 agent be held responsible for de- 
hat go wrong along the way? What 
is the jurisdiction of the agent, 
; lies in the hands of the fates? 
N ow can a traveler know 
her the professional hired to map 
y will do the job right? 
agent should “provide impar- 
ind have the ability to work 
st reasonable and quality ar- 
ents for whatever the customer 
” said Juergen Krenzien, vice 
icago’s Paul Klein Travel 
esident of the American 
‘ravel Agents’ Midwest chap- 


show. ve knowledge of the 
ed. If the traveler is going 
rica, for example, the 
n him or her about 
p rt requirements and 
travel abroad should 
as they choose a 
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| a they launched in 
[| 1914 to serve as a forum 
for city planning ideas 
from across the nation. 


337 


ow to pick a travel agent 


someone who knows your likes and dis- 
likes in traveling and has the expertise to 
provide the type of travel that you most 
enjoy.” 

“Tt’s a matter of pride to be courteous, 
knowledgeable and efficient,” said 
Donna Atwater of Chicago’s Travel 
Counselors. “We're performing a service. 
Why else does a person go to a travel 
agent but to have every detail taken care 
of from start to finish?” 


How to spot a good agent 
One of the best ways to determine a 
certain agent’s ability is the old stand- 


by, word of mouth. Friends and relatives 


who have been satisfied — or dissatisfied 
— with a certain agent can provide the 
best intelligence on travel counselors, 
Krenzien said. 

Another indicator is whether the agent 
belongs to a professional association. 
ASTA, he said, subscribes to a code. of 
ethics and operates a consumer affairs 
department in its Washington, D.C., of- 
fice to deal with complaints. Some 
agents belong to the Association of Re- 
tail Travel Agents. Another sign of 
knowledge and experience is a certificate 
from the Institute of Certified Travel 


- Agents, awarded after advanced study. 


But one person’s recommendation of 
an agency is no guarantee you'll be satis- 
fied. If a lot of money is involved, a bank 


‘agent should he credit check of the agent mav be in or- _ 
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late 1920s, and the park began to grow rap- 
idly into the more densely populated 
ao it has been since World War 

Lee Ninde’s largest enterprise was to 
convince state lawmakers to enact legis- 
lation that would encourage localities to 





der. 

Krenzien told of a school group that 
recently booked a trip to Hawaii at a cer- 
tain price and was told later that the ho- 
tel the group wanted required an addi- 
tional $100 a person. Airline fares may 
change. Hotel rates abroad may fluctu- 
ate with the rate of monetary exchange. 

Keeping track of fluctuations in air 
fares and hotel accommodations is a ba- 
sic responsibility of a travel agent. Many 
agencies are computerized now to aid in 
the tracking process, and it’s an agent’s 
responsibility to keep up with these vari- 
ations. 

“Being a travel agent is a constant 
learning and relearning process,” said 
Roselle Tarrant of Travel-On in subur- 
ban Worth. “A hotel that you loved five 
years ago may be under new manage- 
ment and giving poor service now. Or a 
little place that had a bad manager when 
you visited may have improved by now. 
With that in mind, we subscribe to the 
Star Sloan Report, a publication that 
constantly updates information details, 
such as how often a hotel’s towels are re- 
placed and whether the kitchen is too far 
from the dining room. 

“Also, every member of a travel 
agency staff should have an opportunity 
to travel on his or her own or take famil- 
iarization trips. And anyone who returns 

-from a trip should share information 


_with other sta mempers 
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CRUISE THE MEDITERRANEAN 
With Host Mr. 





from 2467 °° 


Cruise the Mediterranean on the luxury ship, Ocean 
Princess, with its broad sun decks, 


continental cuisine, nightly entertainment, 
and fun, fun, fun... 





(219) 269-6771 
> Elkhart Travel 
TRAVEL SPECIALISTS (219) 262-4451 
DOWNTOWN NORTH 
916 S. Calhoun St. 5440 Coldwater Rd. \ 
Ft. Wayne In. 46802 Ft. Wayne In. 46825 
PH: (219) 426-1444 PH:(219) 484-0631 


coast line stopping at Perkins Cove and taking in an option: 
cruise on a lobster trawler. Enjoy a clambake lunch on the beach 
at York, Maine. Price of lunch is included, June 23...$189 Qui 


she had no formal training, the new pelicr- 


ation was heartened by her example —that 


it was the good taste of the contemporary 
artist rather than the canon of past mas- 
ters that had guided her influential work. 





- Michael Hawfield is executive director of the Allen 


County-Fort Wayne Historical Society. 









DON CHEVILLET 


| ._ (WAFX Radio) 
Escorted from Ft. Wayne 
JULY 31st to AUGUST 13th ~ 


per person 
DLB. OCC. 


pool, superb 


casino 


Warsaw Travel 






ONE DAY TOURS 


VIA PIEDMONT AIRLINES 
ESCORTED FROM FORT WAYNE 


WASHINGTON D.C., morning tour features a walk thru the 
Capitol Building, and Arlington Cemetery, afternoon free to ex- 
plore the Smithsonian Museum, Saturday June 9....$160 


NEW ENGLAND SEACOAST includes a journey up d 


| 


~ 


NEW YORK CITY morning tour includes visit to top of | 
World Trade Center. Afternoon free for shopping, theatre, e 
Saturday, July 14....$165 eases 
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327 E. Wayne 
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Break with the past starts new tradition 











: From WILDWOOD/Page 13S 
the usual provision for “out-of-sight” func- 
tions. Sanitation often was an af- 
terthought, and trees were totally removed 
so that saplings could be replanted in an 
orderly fashion. 

The Nindes launched a wholesale re- 
volt against the established pattern. Their 
roads would follow natural contours rather 
than be graded to “improve nature.” The 
winding roads would discourage speeding 
and, above all, add to the artistic appear- 
ance of the neighborhood. 

Long exposure to prairie land had con- 
vinced most Hoosiers’ that any lot not 
exactly on street level was a failure, but in 
Wildwood none of the lots were designed 
this way, and sunken (or raised) gardens 
were planned everywhere. : 

In addition, an individual water supply 
was developed (the pump house for many 
years was “the secret club house” for kids Joel Rob 
who lived there), and a well planned “dou- 8 À 
ble sewage” system was developed (one for create a City Plan Commission. The strug- 
surface runoff and another, deeper one for gle lasted from 1917 to 1921, primarily as a 
household waste). campaign to educate legislators about the 

Most typical of the Wildwood Com- modern science of planned city-building. 
pany development was its exclusivity. By Immediately upon passage of the legis- 
company rules, no house under a certain lation in 1921, the leading towns in Indiana 









erts Ninde 


value could be built in the development — South Bend, Indianapolis, Terre Haute, 
2 (then, the smallest value allowed was Lafayette, Kokomo, and Evansville — all 

_ _ a Aes $6,500), and no saloons, merchantile created City Plan Commissions. ' 
houses, hog pens, asylums, cattle yards, But to Ninde’s great humiliation, his 


chicken coups, or graveyards could be built own home town of Fort Wayne refused for 
there. But these novel ideas did not gain three years to accept the idea. At last, in 
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ESCAPE NEWS 





By MARGARET CARROLL 

Df The Chicago Tribune 

CHICAGO — Like NASA’S Mission 
ontrol, a travel agent is expected to ar- 
range every detail from takeoff to land- 
ing, and — depending on how the expe- 
dition has gone — to be ready with the 
champagne or Band-Aids when the jour- 
ney ends. 

But is this really fair? Should the 
travel agent be held responsible for de- 
tails that go wrong along the way? What 
exactly is the jurisdiction of the agent, 
and what lies in the hands of the fates? 
And No. 1, how can a traveler know 
whether the professional hired to map 
the itinerary will do the job right? 

A travel agent should “provide impar- 
tial advice and have the ability to work 
out the most reasonable and quality ar- 
rangements for whatever the customer 
desires,” said Juergen Krenzien, vice 
president of Chicago’s Paul Klein Travel 
Service and president of the American 
Society of Travel Agents’ Midwest chap- 
ter. 

“He should have knowledge of the 
area to be visited. If the traveler is going 
to the Orient or Africa, for example, the 
agent should inform him or her about 
visa and passport requirements and 


health regulations. 
“People who travel abroad should 


choose a travel agent as they choose a 
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SITYSCAPES CONTINUED 
Break with the past starts new tradition 


Above: The first house de- 
signed by Joel Ninde. Lee 
and Joel Ninde’s thoughts 
on design and neighbor- 
| hood planning were pro- 
1 moted in “The Wildwood” 
EX/d~« (left and right), a mag- 
Hex azine they launched in 
183 || 1914 to serve as a forum 
for city planning ideas 
( from across the nation. 











ow to pick a travel agent 


someone who knows your likes and dis- 
likes in traveling and has the expertise to 
provide the type of travel that you most 
enjoy.” 

“Tt’s a matter of pride to be courteous, 
knowledgeable and efficient,” said 
Donna Atwater of Chicago’s Travel 
Counselors. “We’re performing a service. 
Why else does a person go to a travel 
agent but to have every detail taken care 
of from start to finish?” 


How to spot a good agent 

One of the best ways to determine a 
certain agent’s ability is the old stand- 
by, word of mouth. Friends and relatives 
who have been satisfied — or dissatisfied 
— with a certain agent can provide the 
best intelligence on travel counselors, 
Krenzien said. 

Another indicator is whether the agent 
belongs to a professional association. 
ASTA, he said, subscribes to a code. of 
ethics and operates a consumer affairs 
department in its Washington, D.C., of- 
fice to deal with complaints. Some 
agents belong to the Association of Re- 
tail Travel Agents. Another sign of 
knowledge and experience is a certificate 
from the Institute of Certified Travel 
Agents, awarded after advanced study. 

But one person’s recommendation of 
an agency is no guarantee you'll be satis- 
fied. If a lot of money is involved, a bank 
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the usual provision for “out-of-sight” func- 
tions. Sanitation often was an af- 
terthought, and trees were totally removed 
so that saplings could be replanted in an 
orderly fashion. 

The Nindes launched a wholesale re- 
volt against the established pattern. Their 
roads would follow natural contours rather 
than be graded to “improve nature.” The 
winding roads would discourage speeding 
and, above all, add to the artistic appear- 
ance of the neighborhood. 

Long exposure to prairie land had con- 
vinced most Hoosiers that any lot not 
exactly on street level was a failure, but in 
Wildwood none of the lots were designed 
this way, and sunken (or raised) gardens 
were planned everywhere. 

In addition, an individual water supply 
was developed (the pump house for many 
years was “the secret club house” for kids 
who lived there), and a well planned “dou- 
ble sewage” system was developed (one for 
surface runoff and another, deeper one for 
household waste). 

Most typical of the Wildwood Com- 
pany development was its exclusivity. By 
company rules, no house under a certain 
value could be built in the development 
(then, the smallest value allowed was 
$6,500), and no saloons, merchantile 
houses, hog pens, asylums, cattle yards, 
chicken coups, or graveyards could be built 
there. But these novel ideas did not gain 
popularity quickly and growth in Wild- 
wood was slow — some called it “Hungry 
Hill.” As late as 1923, there still were only 
seven houses in the tract. This was partly 
due to the place being so far “out in the 
country.” The extension of the streetcar 
lines and the paved highway (Jefferson 
Boulevard West) changed all this in the 
late 1920s, and the park began to grow rap- 
idly into the more densely populated 
neighborhood it has been since World War 
II. 

Lee Ninde’s largest enterprise was to 


convince state lawmakers to enact legis- 
lation that would encourage localities to 


Joel Roberts Ninde 


create a City Plan Commission. The strug- 
gle lasted from 1917 to 1921, primarily as a 
campaign to educate legislators about the 
modern science of planned city-building. 
Immediately upon passage of the legis- 
lation in 1921, the leading towns in Indiana 
— South Bend, Indianapolis, Terre Haute, 
Lafayette, Kokomo, and Evansville — all 
created City Plan Commissions. 

But to Ninde’s great humiliation, his 
own home town of Fort Wayne refused for 
three years to accept the idea. At last, in 
1924, Fort Wayne became the last Indiana 
city to begin formal urban planning. 

Joel Ninde died March 7, 1916, at the 
age of 42. She left a deep impression on a 
young generation of designers — and 
home-buyers — who were to throw over 
the old regime in domestic architecture. 
Although she was humbled by the fact that 
she had no formal training, the new gener- 
ation was heartened by her example —that 
it was the good taste of the contemporary 
artist rather than the canon of past mas- 
ters that had guided her influential work. 


Michael Hawfield is executive director of the Allen 
County-Fort Wayne Historical Society. 
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der. 

Krenzien told of a school group that 
recently booked a trip to Hawaii at a cer- 
tain price and was told later that the ho- 
tel the group wanted required an addi- 
tional $100 a person, Airline fares may 
change. Hotel rates abroad may fluctu- 
ate with the rate of monetary exchange. 

Keeping track of fluctuations in air 
fares and hotel accommodations is a ba- 
sic responsibility of a travel agent. Many 
agencies are computerized now to aid in 
the tracking process, and it’s an agent’s 
responsibility to keep up with these vari- 
ations. 

“Being a travel agent is a constant 
learning and relearning process,” said 
Roselle Tarrant of Travel-On in subur- 
ban Worth. “A hotel that you loved five 
years ago may be under new manage- 
ment and giving poor service now. Or a 
little place that had a bad manager when 
you visited may have improved by now. 
With that in mind, we subscribe to the 
Star Sloan Report, a publication that 
constantly updates information details, 
such as how often a hotel’s towels are re- 
placed and whether the kitchen is too far 
from the dining room. 

“Also, every member of a travel 
agency staff should have an opportunity 
to travel on his or her own or take famil- 
iarization trips. And anyone who returns 
from a trip should share information 
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Cruise the Mediterranean on the luxury ship, Ocean 
Princess, with its broad sun decks, pool, superb 
continental cuisine, nightly entertainment, casino 


and fun, fun, fun... 


Warsaw Travel 
(219) 269-6771 
> Elkhart Travel 
TRAVEL SPECIALIST. (219) 262-4451 
DOWNTOWN NORTH 
916 S. Calhoun St. 5440 Coldwater Rd. 
Ft. Wayne In. 46802 Ft. Wayne In. 46825 
PH: (219) 426-1444 PH:(219) 484-0631 





ONE DAY TOURS 


VIA PIEDMONT AIRLINES 
ESCORTED FROM FORT WAYNE 


WASHINGTON D.C., morning tour features a walk thru the 
Capitol Building, and Arlington Cemetery, afternoon free to ex- 
plore the Smithsonian Museum, Saturday June 9....$160 

NEW ENGLAND SEACOAST includes a journey up the 
coast line stopping at Perkins Cove and taking in an optional 
cruise on a lobster trawler. Enjoy a clambake lunch on the beach 
at York, Maine. Price of lunch is included, June 23...$189 

NEW YORK CITY morning tour includes visit to top of 
World Trade Center. Afternoon free for shopping, theatre, etc. 
Saturday, July 14....$165 


ALLEN TRAVEL SERVICE 
DOWNTOWN 423414 


GLENBROOK 


Representative 4201 Coldwater Rd. 46805 
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Mom wins damages for 
diet-caused retardation 


VALPARAISO, Ind. (UPI) — A jury awarded $50,000 in damages Sat- 
urday to a woman who said a protein-deficient diet she had been placed on 
23 years ago was responsible for severe mental retardation in her daugh- 
ter. 

After 12 hours of deliberation, a Porter Superior Court jury made its 
recommendation that Cora Staniger, 52, of Gary be awarded the damages 
in the name of her daughter, Nora Smith. 

2 ig.her. suit that he 
4 : CR 
















ician. Dr. Joseph _ 


13S U3d 









Kewan 


KEWANNA, Ind. (UPI) 
state is welcome to inspect 
a’s smallest high school ag 
Superintendent Charles Rous 
legislators and reporters pre: 

“We have no objections,’ 
said of the forthcoming ins 
“In fact, we’ve been askin 
The court says we’re entitle 
certificate but we haven’t 

es 














C668 SEM ewWadns JUBILAIS ASS 1 


* 


les 2 5 di em v m 
But et ww 


AIT tisk. 





Fl A Fa EP U nr: 


Personal Chapel 


This elegant and graceful chapel was built for 
Archbishop Noll’s 10th anniversary as head of 


the Fort Wayne Diocese. Stained glass graces 
the chapel at 1415 W. Washington Blvd. 


The bishop's study 


The late Archbishop John Francis Noll would 
feél right at home in his study. One modern 


rchbishop Noll’s mansion 
etains its original beauty 


By VIRGINIA BENSHEIMER 

The late Archbishop John Francis Noll 
lived in a beautiful house. 

An elegant, marbled, stained glass, richly 
Carpeted house. 

We know that because it’s still standing. 
And a lot of the original beauty remains — the 
house, which just changed hands, has had 
owners who, for the most part, loved it for 
what it had been and kept it the way it was. 

Bishop Noll’s home, a virtual mansion, is 
located at 1415°W. Washington Blvd., just 
where Swinney Park, Thieme Drive and the 
Historical Museum meet. 

The building was purchased in May, 1976, 
by Mr. and Mrs. Steven Sims, who have just 
sold it to the E. Stanley Prathers. 

Sims is deeply involved in ARCH, the city’s 
historical preservation group, and he and his 
wife, Linda, are enthusiastic about the historic 
old homes in the West Central neighborhood. 

When they bought the Noll home (16 or so 
rooms — Linda said she’s not really sure 
about that) it was “love at first sight.” 

That’s what Mrs. Prather said recently — 


her family purchased the huge, vine-covered. 


house “‘because how can you help but fall in 
love with it?” 

Archbishop Noll was head of the Fort 
Wayne Diocese for 31 years before his death in 
1956. He lived those years in palatial simplici- 
ty at the Washington Boulevard address. 
' The house, built in a basic federal style 
with many unusually angled rooms, was con- 
structed about 1910 or so, Mrs. Sims said. She 
researched the history of the structure, but 
‚came up with very little. 

The builder is lost in obscurity, she said — 


though someone named O’Rourke had some- 
thing to do with it. He left his name imprinted 
on an old section of sidewalk just outside the 
home. 

She said she was unable to find who lived in 
the home before Bishop Noll moved in in 1925 
— it seems that city directories of the time 
aren’t definitive on the subject. The actual 


street address of the building changed once or. 


twice, and whoever lived there believed in pri- 
vacy. 

The much-marbled chapel, complete with 
stained glass windows, velvet-cushioned rose- 
wood pews and inlaid-gold seal, was built in 
1935 for the bishop by his friends, relatives, 
city priests and others, as was the first-floor li- 
brary-study. \ 


The stained glass windows reportedly are 
from Caracas, Venezuela, Mrs. Sims said, and 
were done especially for the bishop. His sister, 
a nun, is shown in one window. 

At one time, five stained glass windows 
showing the city’s five archbishops, including 
Noll, lined the east living room wall. Those, 
however, were removed and sold when the 
house changed hands before Mr. and Mrs. 
Sims purchased the structure. Mrs. Sims said 
she has heard the local diocese bought the win- 


dows back. 


The house is covered with items of beauty 
— hand-painted wall murals on plaster, dam- 
ask-like velvety wallpaper in the living room, 
copper-clad french doors, all presented in the 
simplest, most unpretentious way possible — 
though understated elegance of the past some- 
times comes across aS the most beautiful. 

A. Hinkert B., an unknown painter or 


craftsman, signed his name to two long, de- 
tailed murals in the old chapel. They show the 
14 stations of the cross, each clearly outlined. | 

Much of the bishop’s furniture also was 
conveyed to Mr. and Mrs. Sims and they’re 
leaving it to the Prathers. 

“On the whole,” according to Mrs. Sims, 
“things were intact when we came. Some 
things were missing — we’ve had people tell 
us about some very delicately traced altar 
lamps. And,’ she said, pointing to several 
blank picture frames, “there were obviously 
some paintings removed and such. But we 
were lucky.” 

The home was used for several years as a 
drug abuse center, in addition to being 
‘‘home’” for several Re before aus ac- 
quired it. 

Why, did they buy the old home? “We love 
old houses.” Why are they selling? “It’s just 
too big for us — the opportunity just came be- 
fore our time. Maybe if we were 20 years older 
and didn’t have children to worry about . 
it’s just too big to handle,” she said. “I really 
have mixed emotions about leaving.” Je 

The bishop’s study, also built for his 1 th 
anniversary, looks as it might have looked 50 
years ago — his desk still sits with its back to 
the stained. glass window bearing his coat of 
arms, under the domed, sculptured pis 
ceiling. | 
Bishop Noll himself still could. be sittin à 
there, scratching out instructions to Our Sun- 
day Visitor, which he founded, or resins h 
old Bible. 

The bishop, in all probability, would hav 2 
liked the Sims family and the Prathers. People | 
who love his home. ae 
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note in the room is the telephone on his desk. 
The vault ceiling is a sculptured plaster. 
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N school officials went i 


court and won when the Indiana 


General Education Commission 
tried to close the school in 1975. The 
commission voted to decertify Ke- 
wanna in the spring of 1975, even 


n. after inspectors checked the school : 


te: second time and said curriculum 
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r and related matters had been 
brought up to state minimum stan- 
ä 0 garde 


But Fe never did receive a for- 
mal certificate,” Roush said. “Al 
we have on the wall is a 1956 certifi- 
cate and a legal opinion from the at- 


- torney general that we still are 


under commission.” 1 


r farm Income slump 


said, with an average yield of 100 bush- 
els per acre expected. There are 6.2 mil- 
lion acres for harvest, down 2 per cent 
from last year but the second highest on 
record. . 

The soybean crop should produce 
about 127.7 million bushels, the same as 
forecast Aug. 1 and up 18 per cent from 
last year, they said. That would make it 


the second largest harvest since 1973, 


when 135 million bushels were produced. 
The average soybean yield should be 
about 33 bushels per acre, the same as 


_ last year, with 3.87 million acres planted 
in beans, the third largest on record. | 
fe Indiana’s oat crop totaled 7.2 million 


bushels, 32 per cent less than last year 


_ and the lowest production level since 
868, when only 6.4 nue Dre were 
ted... Ur: ye bushel, with gree 


pils. ‘Another two dozen in the 
district have transferred to other 
nearby school systems. 


Roush said he was told by Staten ve 


School Superintendent Harold H. 


Negley that the General Education 


Commission has decided to reins- 
pect the school sometime in the near 
future. 


“Dr. Negley has been ee as 
saying the state is taking a different 
attitude toward smaller schools,’’ 


Roush said. ‘Instead of wanting to - 
pull us down, he would prefer to 


some slowing of real growth for the na- 


tion’s economy, with overall price in- 


creases about 5-7 percent. | 
e Recent large grain harvests will Git 
American agricultural exports by about : 


~ $4 billion, down to about $20 billion for 


1977-78 and the country will continue to 
face unstable farm prices and income. 


+ The government is planning a set- 


aside program of 20 per cent of the acres - 
planted in wheat and 10 per cent for feed. 
grains. 

e Corn prices will average ‘$1. 70-$1, 80 _ 


per bushel, with larger supplies, heavier — 
feeding, lower exports, more stock. build- — ; 


ing and weak market prices. Corn prices 
will be especially low at on “en 
rise seasonally. - : a er 

+ Soybean prices shoul 
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FOUNDED INDIANA 
ENGINEERING CO. 


Harry C. Offutt, Sr., (1882-1957), was a founder and 
president of the Indiana Engineering and Con- 
struction Co., Inc. He organized the firm in 1910, } 
and pioneered the use of reinforced concrete and} 
built the first building with it in Fort Wayne: the for- | 
mer Pettit Storage Warehouse. 


Among other structures built by Mr. Offutt were the | 
YMCA, Irene Byron Hospital, South Side High} 
School, Wayne Knitting Mills, many factories, 
bridges and churches. 


He was graduated by Penn State College in civil 
engineering. He worked for several years as as- 
sistant division engineer for the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road before organizing his ownfirm. He was amem- 
ber of the First Presbyterian Church, Home Lodge 
No. 342, F. & A.M., Scottish Rite and the Shrine. He 
rests in Lindenwood, one of the Nation’s great non- 
profit and non-sectarian cemeteries. 
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Place of history, natural beauty 


LINDENWOOD 


(Founded 1859 - Dedicated 1860) 
2324 West Main Street 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46808 
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Terrytoons: 
50 years 


of funny 


business 


By RANDALL V. BERLAGE 


NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. (UPI) — Mighty 
Mouse is 40 years old and the people who created 
him, Heckle and Jeckle, Farmer Alfalfa and Tom 


Terrific recently got together for a reunion and . 


retrospective. 


The characters were born in the Terrytoon 
Studio in New Rochelle, the only major anima- 
tion studio on the East Coast until it was dis- 
mantled in the early 1970s. 


By that time, the studio had turned out more 
than 1,000 five- to seven-minute cartoons. It was 
a Herculean feat, considering a seven-minute car- 
toon required more than 5,000 separate scenes 
and drawings. 


The driving force behind the company was 
the late Paul Terry. His critics — and often his 
employes —considered him stubborn, a spend- 
thrift and skeptical of new ideas. But they all 
agreed he was a master businessman who made 
Terrytoons an important force in the movies and 
later television. 
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By KEVIN LEININGER 
Of The News-Sentinel 
The Olds Wagon Works was a major 
early Fort Wayne industry which flou- 
rished briefly then fell victim to progress. 
Incorporated in 1882 with $200,000 in 
capital, the company produced horse- 
drawn wagons which were the common 
method of transportation in the late 1800s. 
The plant, located at Clinton and Murray 


UPFRONT CITYSCAPES 


Olds Wagon Works flourished briefly 


streets, is still standing, but is now host to 
the General Tire outlet in Fort Wayne. 
Even though it is relatively run-down, 
the building remains one of the most re- 
markable examples of 19th century indus- 
trial architecture standing in Fort Wayne. 
There is little historical information 
available about the wagon works. But it 
seems safe to say the automobile was re- 
sponsible for the company’s demise. The 





The Olds Wagon Works building at Clinton and Murra y streets in its heyday. 














Olds Wagon Works disappeared from city 
directories in 1910 or so, although the Olds 
family remained active in Summit City 
commerce, through the Jenny Electric Co., 
the Economy Glove company, and the Olds 
Coal Yard and storage company. 

After the wagon works folded, the Clin- 
ton Street plant was taken over by the Fort 
Wayne Corrogated Paper Co., which was 
begun in 1908 and had become a national 


LEE “ SS EL 


A rear view ofthe building as it looks today. 


industry by the 1930s. The company, 
which manufactured boxes and other pa- 
per products, had 210 employes and capi- 
tal of $1 million by 1913. 

The company operated from the old 
Olds building until 1924 or so, when it built 
a new plant in Hartford City. But the 
wagon works facility is still here, to remind 
us of a time when Olds wagons — not 
horseless carriages — ruled the roads. 
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Church to call itself Bethel again | 


_ Wallen United Methodist Church, 8405 Lima 

Road, will change its name on Feb. 1 to Bethel 
United Methodist Church, going back to the 
church’s original Bible-based name from when it 
was established in 1843. Construction of a sign on 
Lima Road, pointing the way to the renamed 
church, was begun in mid-January. 

A service celebrating the name change will be 
held at 10 a.m. Sunday. The Rev. John P. Adams 
will preach on the topic “Back to Bethel, For- 
ward with Christ,” taking his theme from an old 
hymn, “Back to Bethel” by B.B. McKinney. 


The name change was recommended by the 
church’s futures committee last fall and was ap- 
| proved by a majority of voting members at an of- 
ficial church conference Dec. 12, 1982. 

Bethel Church was formally organized 140 
years ago as a Methodist Episcopal Church. Its 
first home was a log chapel built by a small group 
of pioneer families at Bethel and Till roads in 
Washington Township. 


In 1873 the church moved into a frame build-. 


ing in the newly-platted village of Wallen. From 
1873 to 1983, the church has been known succes- 
sively as Wallen Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Wallen Methodist Church and Wallen United 
Methodist Church as the denomination’s name 
changed through the years. . 

In 1960 the church moved into a new Chris- 
tian education building on a 6'%-acre site on 
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Bethel Church was organized 140 
years ago as a Methodist 

Episcopal Church. Its first home ; 
was a log chapel built byasmall \ 
group of pioneer families. 
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Lima Road, and in 1970 it added a new sanctu- 
ary. The congregation, now 450 members, will 
celebrate its 140th year as an organized church 
next October. 

Six families began meeting as a Methodist _ 
class in 1837 and six years later organized the 
church. Among them were Daniel and Harriet 
Ashly Oplinger. Three of their grandchildren, 
Carrie Oplinger Cook, Martha Oplinger More 
and Arthur R. Oplinger, are active members to- 
day, along with many of their children, grand- 
children and great-grandchildren. 

In April, Bethel Church will begin a building 
fund crusade to improve its present facilities and 
to build an office complex and more roomsinthe : 
Christian education building. pa 

The Rev. John P. Adams is pastor of the | 
church and the Rev. Robert Carlin Schreffler is |! 
associate. . 
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Gattiog It straight 


@ The story in Saturday’s 
Pathways about Wallen 
United Methodist Church 
changing its name to Bethel . 
United Methodist Church 
should have said Daniel and 
Harriet Ashly Opliger were 
among those who organized 
the church and that three of 
their great-grandchildren, _ 
Carrie Opliger Cook, Martha 
Opliger More and Arthur R. 
Opliger, are active members 
| today. 
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ED and ALMA O'REILLY 
Married October 12, 1920 G+J GEL 
St. Joseph, Fort Wayne 
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GTE salutes Orland’s Sesquicentennial 
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|General Telephone salutes Orland, Indiana, the “Birthplace of Steuben 
Junty,” during its Sesquicentennial! Orland’s Sesquicentennial celebration is 
inned for the last weekend of July, the 28th and 29th, and a host of community 
tivities await residents and visitors alike. 

Just some of the festivities include a pancake breakfast, 10- and 5-kilometer 
tes, children’s games, a 100-unit parade, ice cream social, muzzle shoots, arts 
crafts, a hot air balloon, raft race and a special Orland High School reunion. 
an to share part of your vacation helping Orland celebrate its 150th birthday. 
ıIn recognition of the occasion, a mural depicting a scene of early Orland is 
ing painted on a building at the town’s main intersection. 

Known as the “Vermont Settlement,” Orland was founded by a group led by 
ImBarry, Alex Chapin, Cy Choate and Chester Stocker, which left Vermont in 
‘tly 1834 and headed west. They stopped at Crooked Creek, now known as the 
wn River, and established a community among the fertile prairie land dotted 
‘Massive burr oak trees. . 

Be “Orland” was reportedly selected by Chapin who turned toa random 
‘ge in a church hymnal. The song on the page was titled, “Orland.” ; 
The community’s subsequent growth was rapid, and by 1836 a grist mill, 
veral merchants and a woolen factory were well established, creating a firm 
indation for the Orland of 1984. 














Calendar of Indiana events 


‘Indiana Air Guard Open House/Ex- 
perimental Aircraft Association Fly- 
in, Baer Field Airport, Fort Wayne — 
July 21. 

Lake Station “Depot Days,” Lake 
Station — August 4. 

EMS Hog Roast, sponsored by Mon- 
roeville EMS, Monroeville Park, Mon- 
roeville — August 4. 

Foster Park “Garden Walk,” Foster 
Park, Fort Wayne — 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
August 5. 

Monroeville Harvest Festival, Mon- 
roeville — August 8-10. 

Monroeville 10-kilometer Run, spon- 
sored by Monroeville Chamber of 
Commerce. Contact the chamber for 
additional details. Monroeville — 9 
a.m., August 11. 

Senior Citizen Talent Show, Free 
Admission, Foellinger Outdoor Thea- 
tre, Franke Park, Fort Wayne — August 
12. 

National Derby Rallies, soap box 
championship race, Franke Park, Fort 
Wayne — August 13-18. 
(International Championship Race at 
11 a.m.-August 18.) 

All American City Variety Show, $4 
reserved seats, call (219) 427-1249 for 
tickets, proceeds go to “Citizens Con- 
cerned for the Senior Center,” Per- 
forming Arts Center, Fort Wayne — 
August 20. 

Annual Auction and Contribution 
Sale, Apostolic Christian Children’s 
Home, Leo — 9a.m., August 25. 


Deadlines approach for 
directory changes 


The deadlines for making changes 
in 1984 telephone directories for the 
following communities are listed 
below. Please contact your GTE bus- 
iness office prior to that date to change 
or update your current listings, or to 
assure a new listing appears in these 
directories. 

— Rushville: August 1. 

— Winchester: August 6. 

Check your directory listings now 
and call us if you need to make any 

“changes. | 























War of the Stars BMX Nat 4 
Rockhill Park, Fort Wayne — Au 
25. 

Rod & Custom Car Show, spo 
sored by TG&Y and the LaPorte Crüi 
Committee, $6 entry fee, TG&Y p 
ing lot, LaPorte — 8 a.m., August 


Some sobering 
statistics 


Here are a few sobering facts ab! 
the drinking driver: 

According to the U.S. Surgé 
General, life expectancy in this cc 
try has improved over the past) 
years for every age group except 0} 
the 15- to 24-year old. The death fi 
for this group is higher today tha 
was 20 years ago. Drunk driving is 
leading cause of death for this“ 
group. | 

When drinkers are at the .104 
cent level of intoxication, the rij 
causing an accident is seven tim) 
greater than for non-drinking drive 

Each year 25,000 Americans Kk 
their lives because of drunk dril 
—this amounts to 500 deaths ev 
week, 71 deaths every day, or ¢ 
death every 20 minutes. 

On the average weekend night, ¢ 
of every 10 drivers on the road 
legally drunk. 





New directories coming 
in the following communi 
1984/1985 GTE telephone direg) 
ries are scheduled to be delivere 
customers in Angola, Butler, Hobi. 
LaPorte, Portage, and Valparaisod 
ing August. If you live in one of th 
communities, keep an eye out 
your new telephone book. | 


GENERAL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF IND 
P.O. Box 2300 Fort Wayne, Indiana 


Editor: Mike Berry 
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i By BARBARA WACHTMAN 

Assistant Accent Editor 
|_ Twenty-seven years ago today, as President 
} Dwight D. Eisenhower was meeting with his top 
aides in the narrow gabled attic of the Augusta 
National Golf Club to work on his 1954 State of the 
_ Union address, William Henry Ottenweller was 
inspecting his new environment at the St. Joseph 
Hospital Nursery. 
__ The fifth child of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Ottenwel- 
| ler, New Haven, was the first child born in Fort 
| Wayne in 1954. He arrived at 3:40 a.m. on that 
warm winter day. The thermometer would reach 
the 43-degree mark before the day ended. 


By evening, Michigan State would win Rose 





University of Oklahoma would take the national 
. championship by upsetting the University of 
_ Maryland 7-0 in the Orange Bowl. 


Exactly one year later, the Carl Ottenwellers 
would give birth to their sixth child, Sharon. 
_ However, unlike her older brother Bill, Sharon 
_ would not be the official New Year’s baby. She 
__ was born later in the morning. Three more Otten- 
_ weller babies would arrive before the New Haven 
" couple completed their family of nine children. 
__ Today Bill Ottenweller is 27 years old. 
He and his wife, Donna, were to join Sharon at 
| their parent’s old farmhouse east of New Haven 

today. Many of his other siblings were to be at 

the house, too, although only one, Chris, 22, still 
| lives at home. She’ll be moving out this March 


Bowl honors by defeating UCLA 28-20, and the 





when she gets married. 

. Bill left home May 26, 1979, when he married 
Donna Ide at the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception. Since then, he’s lived in their white 

ranch house in southeast Fort Wayne. 

À On his 27th birthday, Bill Ottenweller is not en- 
‚Joying the same economic boom times reported 

on his birth, back in 1954. 

Since last February, he has been laid off from 

_ the Dana Corp. after working there eight years. 








1954’s ‘First’ Revisite 


_ Seven granddaughters and four grandsons (6 the 
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These days, he considers himself a house hus- 
band, while Donna works as a licensed practical 
nurse for Dr. Philip J. Johnson. Bill’s also brush- 
ing up on his computer programing skills by tak- 
ing five credit hours at Indiana-Purdue 
University, Fort Wayne Division of General land 
Technical Studies. He got his associate degree in 
data processing there in 1977. . ü 
He’s playing a little more basketball now at the 
YMCA, and he challenges Donna in racquetball 
matches. : 
Since he played varsity guard on the Bishop 
Luers basketball team during his senior year in 
1972, Bill’s been active in sports. Later this win- 
ter, he and Donna plan to take another ski trip to 
upper Michigan or eastern Ohio. ; 
Today, Bill was to be an armchair sports en- 
thusiast as he cheered for Notre Dame Univer- 
sity to beat the University of Georgia ini the 
Sugar Bowl. Everyone else in the Ottenweller 
family cheers for the Fighting Irish, too. | 
Bill’s still amazed at how easily he adjusted to 
his two-person tri-level home with Donna about a 
year and a half ago. He even wonders how the 
young couple could get along without their two 
bathrooms, when at his former New Haven 
home, the 11-member Ottenweller clan managed 
with only one lavatory. 5 
“That New Haven house is pretty old,’’ Bill 
said. ‘It only has three bedrooms, so us four boys 
shared one bedroom and the five girls were in the 
other. You just learned how to survive that Way. 
I remember we wore a lot of each other’s clothes, 
and since we grew up in the country, we sp nt a 
lot of time playing with each other. We’re still a 
real close family.” 
Most of the nine Ottenweller children still.live 
in the Allen County area. And they’ve added 








family. 

But only on Jan. 1, 1954, could the family claim 
the official New Year’s baby for Allen County: 
William Henry Ottenweller. 
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South dealer. 
Both sides vulnerable. 
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The bidding: 
South West North East 
19 Pas 49 Pass 
Pass Pass 


Opening lead — seven of clubs. 

There is nothing at all thrilling 
about making a contract that’s easy 
to make regardless of how the oppo- 
nents’ cards are divided. The real 
thrill in bridge comes when declarer 
is faced with a situation where the 
contract seems hopeless because the 
missing cards are stacked against 
him and he, nevertheless, 
way to make the contract. 

Lets’s assume declarer ruffs 
club lead in dummy, plays a trump 


to the ace, cashes the ace of di-. 
amonds, ruffs another club, and then | 


finesses the jack of diamonds. — 


finds a 
the 





e by Sd. Jay Becker 


West wins, shifts to the queeı 
spades, and South now goes d 
one. He loses a diamond and ti 
spades, Declarer is unlucky to 
West with the queen of diamonds 
East with the ace of spades, andı 
squawk to the high heavens abou 
bad luck, but he still winds up m 
100 points. ce j 

However, the fact is South 
make the contract if he plays 


hand more cautiously. Instead 0 


lying solely on the 3-to-1 odds thé 
ther the queen of diamonds or a 


‘spades is favorably located, 
should rely on a different appr 


to the play that makes the con 
foolproof. are 
Declarer should discard a diat 
from dummy on the opening 
lead! This play has everythir 
gain and nothing to lose. In th 
tual case, East wins the club wit 
ace but is helpless. Let’s say I 
turns a diamond. South wins wil 
ace, cashes the ace of trumps 
king of diamonds, and next play 
eight of diamonds. ie 
If West follows low, declare 
cards a spade from dummy, no! 
ried whether East wins the tri 
not. In either case, South is c 
to make the contract. ge 
If West covers the eight } 
‘amonds with the queen, South 
_ in dummy and later discards a 
- from dummy on the establishe 
of diamonds. Either way, So 
sure to make at least 10 tricks. 
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